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FALL NEWS - NOVEMBER 2017

November 13, 2017 


Dear Parents/Guardians,


I cannot believe that it is already November and the holiday season is upon us!  This school year has 
been off to a wonderful start with many exciting events.  Some of these activities have included 
students’ participation in the Robbie’s Run, Red Ribbon Week, and the Back to School Picnic.  A 
special thank you goes to Mrs. Gallagher for her organization of Red Ribbon Week in October and to 
Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Pertuch and the PTC for their part in facilitating a successful Robbie’s Run 
fundraiser! 

Academically speaking, the Roberts Elementary School has been embarking on many exciting 
initiatives in order to increase our students’ achievement.  For the 2017-2018 school year, we are in 
the third year of our STEM initiative.  STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics.  However, while the acronym encompasses those four subjects, STEM is more than just 
those four areas of learning.  STEM is a philosophy of teaching where students are challenged to 
utilize critical thinking skills from all of the subjects at the Roberts Elementary School in order to 
solve a real world problem.  This year, we are again including the principles of STEM into the English 
Language Arts curriculum and students are continuing to work with STEM challenges in kindergarten 
through fourth grade, which are facilitated with our STEM kits and by our STEM committee.  
Recently our STEM committee also sent home a school-
wide family STEM challenge where families together can 
create an original snowflake to bring the winter season to 
the Roberts Elementary School!  Finally, with regard to 
academic initiatives, for the week of November 13th, the 
Roberts Elementary School in grades kindergarten 
through second began its Reading is Our Thing Initiative, 
where students on a weekly basis will take home two 
books at their reading level to practice improving their 
reading fluency.


ROBERTS RACCOONS  

ROBERTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL     
889 CROTON ROAD, WAYNE, PA 19087 
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With reference to maintaining a positive school environment and 
culture, Roberts Elementary School in September implemented 
its School-Wide Positive Behavior Intervention and Support 
(SWPBIS) framework or Robbie’s PBIS.  Robbie’s PBIS is a three-
tiered framework in which for Tier One, all students received 
instruction on Robbie’s 3Rs of being Respectful, Responsible, and 
Ready for all areas of the school.  Additionally, students will 
also have the opportunity to be positively reinforced for 
displaying Robbie’s 3Rs on a daily basis by receiving a Robbie’s ticket and have their name entered 
in the Robbie’s 100 club to randomly win a prize.  Students earning a Robbie’s ticket automatically 
also receive a Robbie’s Ribbon or sticker to indicate that they were “caught being good” displaying 
Robbie’s 3Rs of being Respectful, Responsible, and Ready.  Finally, for all students displaying 
Robbie’s 3Rs, they will have an opportunity to attend bi-monthly school-wide rewards assemblies.  
During the month of October, all students in the Roberts Elementary School attended an awesome 
BMX Bike assembly for displaying Robbie’s 3Rs!     

I look forward to the many exciting months to come as we move into the holiday season.  As 
always, thank you very much for your support in working together with us as a team with 

continuing to inspire excellence in your children 
at the Roberts Elementary School each and 
everyday.


Sincerely,


Dr. Grazel 

Principal

Roberts Elementary School 

Don’t forget to Sign up for 
Parent Teacher Conferences!!

Conferences will take place 
on Dec 7th and Dec 12.

https://www.umasd.org/Page/9942
https://www.umasd.org/Page/9942
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Mrs. Kilian’s class  

This year our classroom has 
been busy learning the 

alphabet, putting stories in 
sequential order, and 

building on our skills in the 
community.  We went on a 
community outing to the 
pumpkin patch and the 
students got to go on a 

hayride, learn about 
pumpkins, and go through a 
fun maze.  They all loved 

the slide at the end!  

IN KINDERGARTEN: 
Kindergarten is off great start this school year!  We have 
spent the past few months learning classroom routines, 
Robbie’s 3 R’s and building our class community.  We love 
greeting each other during our classroom meetings and 
sharing our news with each other.  It is also fun earning 
Dojo points and using those points to shop in our classroom 
store.  Many of us have earned Robbie’s Ribbons for being 
Respectful, Responsible and Ready!  Our first PBIS school 
award assembly was a super cool BMX Bike Show.  We 
thought that was awesome.   
Kindergarten has also been working really hard learning our 
letter names, their sounds, and how to properly write them.  
This is very helpful when we are writing in our kid-writing 
journals.  (By the way, this handwriting business is a lot of 
work.  We appreciate all the help we area getting from 
home!) Kindergarten is very excited about having their very 
own iPad to use at school.  We’ve been very engaged during 
lessons using our iPads. We’ve also been working hard in 
math.  We are learning how to count around the circle, play 
many different math games, and use our Rekenreks and 
other math manipulatives to help us count and name our 
shapes!   One of our favorite things about kindergarten is 
Go Noodle.  These energizers are a great way to give our 
brains a little break and our bodies a little exercise. 

A NOTE FROM THE HEALTH SUITE
	  A	  Few	  Reminders	  from	  the	  School	  Nurse…	  

This	  fall	  season	  I	  have	  a	  few	  reminders	  for	  keeping	  our	  students	  healthy	  and	  
ready	  to	  learn.	  The	  first	  is	  in	  regard	  to	  Flu	  season,	  it	  has	  already	  begun	  and	  Flu	  
vaccines	  are	  now	  being	  offered	  at	  your	  doctor’s	  office	  and	  local	  pharmacies.	  
Persons	  with	  a	  history	  of	  asthma/chronic	  illness	  are	  strongly	  encouraged	  to	  get	  
the	  Flu	  vaccine.	  Remember	  it	  takes	  about	  2	  weeks	  for	  immunity	  to	  build	  aIer	  
receiving	  the	  vaccine,	  plan	  accordingly.	  
The	  second	  topic	  is	  Pediculosis	  (Head	  Lice).	  It	  is	  that	  Nme	  of	  year	  again	  when	  
schools	  begin	  to	  see	  a	  few	  cases	  of	  head	  lice.	  It	  is	  a	  good	  pracNce	  to	  rouNnely	  check	  your	  child’s	  
head	  every	  few	  weeks	  throughout	  the	  year.	  It	  is	  especially	  important	  to	  check	  aIer	  sleepovers	  
and	  school	  breaks	  when	  students	  are	  out	  and	  about	  in	  the	  community.	  If	  you	  find	  your	  child	  is	  
infested	  with	  lice,	  please	  noNfy	  the	  health	  suite/Mrs.	  Dale	  (bdale@umasd.org	  or	  610-‐205-‐3755)	  
so	  we	  may	  guide	  you	  and	  answer	  any	  quesNons	  or	  concerns	  you	  may	  have.	  	  

mailto:bdale@umasd.org
mailto:bdale@umasd.org
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The	  art	  studio	  at	  Roberts	  is	  a	  busy	  place	  in	  the	  
fall!	  	  First	  grade	  students	  are	  being	  introduced	  to	  
the	  elements	  of	  art	  and	  have	  done	  work	  to	  learn	  
about	  line,	  shape	  and	  color.	  	  We	  will	  begin	  
pain?ng	  in	  the	  next	  few	  weeks,	  experimen?ng	  
with	  this	  media	  and	  with	  color	  mixing.	  

Second	  graders	  began	  the	  year	  studying	  Picasso	  
and	  making	  collages	  and	  drawings	  inspired	  by	  his	  
work.	  We	  also	  are	  crea?ng	  our	  tradi?onal	  
Roberts	  turkey	  candle	  holder	  out	  of	  earthenware	  
clay.	  	  These	  clay	  pieces	  need	  two	  trips	  into	  the	  
kiln	  so	  we	  get	  to	  learn	  a	  lot	  of	  interes?ng	  STEM!	  

The	  third	  grade	  classes	  at	  Roberts	  celebrated	  
Interna?onal	  Dot	  Day—ask	  your	  student	  to	  
explain	  what	  this	  means!	  	  Then	  we	  looked	  at	  the	  
work	  of	  Pennsylvania	  ar?st	  Charles	  Demuth	  and	  
did	  a	  piece	  inspired	  by	  his	  masterpiece,	  I	  Saw	  the	  
Figure	  Five.	  	  Since	  this	  piece	  was	  inspired	  by	  a	  
poem,	  we	  wrote	  our	  own	  poems	  inspired	  by	  our	  
pain?ngs.	  Currently,	  we	  are	  working	  on	  making	  a	  
flat	  drawing	  appear	  to	  be	  three-‐dimensional	  by	  
using	  shading.	  	  We	  are	  studying	  American	  Pop	  
ar?st	  Wayne	  Thiebaud	  and	  making	  drawings	  of	  
cakes.	  

In	  the	  fourth	  grade	  art	  classes	  we	  have	  learned	  
about	  contemporary	  ar?st	  Audrey	  Flack	  and	  her	  
photo-‐realist	  style.	  	  We	  created	  drawings	  of	  
crayons	  that	  appear	  to	  be	  three-‐	  dimensional	  and	  
have	  highlights.	  	  We	  also	  went	  outside	  to	  prac?ce	  
observing	  and	  drawing	  the	  school.	  Now	  we	  are	  
working	  with	  the	  element	  of	  value	  –darks	  and	  
lights—crea?ng	  a	  pain?ng	  using	  ?nts,	  shades	  and	  
complements.	  

As	  always,	  our	  40	  minutes	  a	  week	  just	  goes	  by	  
too	  fast!	  

Please	  mark	  your	  
calendars	  for	  the	  
District	  Arts	  Fes?val	  
which	  will	  take	  
place	  on	  
Wednesday,	  May	  9,	  
2017	  at	  the	  Middle	  
School.	  	  	  

ART IN FIRST GRADE:

First grade is off to a 
GREAT start! With our 
Wonders Reading 
program we have 
discussed our school, 
where we live, our 
friends and how our 
body moves. We have 
learned that all of us 
are unique and special and that we are 
important to our classroom community. We took 
a few weeks and studied force and motion by 
experiencing our first STEM project. Students 
created Rube Goldberg machines to solve a 
problem; their problem was to move a car into a 
“garage.” Students created plans, worked 
cooperatively with a partner, persisted and 
reflected on their plans. It was awesome to see 
the thinking and learning going on as students 
learned communication, science, engineering and 
persisting skills.  We also took our field trip to 
LEGOLand and had an amazing time 
constructing, experimenting, improving and 
learned more about motion. We had an awesome 
time! In honor of Halloween, we also explored all 
aspects of a pumpkin, using our observational 
skills to describe and measure our class 
pumpkins. On Halloween we estimated and 
counted our pumpkin’s seeds! In November we 
have been studying community jobs and will 
start learning about buildings in our community. 
We will also explore future occupations and talk 
about what we want to be when we grow up. We 
are so excited about first grade and all that we 
will learn this year! 
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Health & Physical Education
Our	  Roberts	  students	  are	  learning	  basic	  fire	  safety	  during	  the	  month	  of	  October	  in	  Health	  and	  Physical	  
Educa?on	  class.	  	  It	  is	  important	  to	  review	  these	  basic	  rules	  oXen	  as	  a	  family	  and	  prac?ce	  them	  at	  
home.	  	  Please	  find	  some	  important	  informa?on	  below.	  
	  	  
Fire	  Deaths	  
Children	  under	  5	  years	  of	  age	  are	  at	  the	  greatest	  risk	  from	  home	  fire	  death	  and	  injury;	  their	  death	  rate	  
is	  nearly	   twice	   the	  na?onal	  average.	  Each	  year,	  nearly	  488	  children	  ages	  14	  and	  under	  die	   in	  home	  
fires,	  and	  another	  116,600	  children	  are	  injured	  from	  a	  fire/burn	  related	  incident.	  	   
 
OXen,	  children	  do	  not	  learn	  proper	  fire	  safety	  behavior	  such	  as	  dropping	  and	  rolling	  on	  the	  ground	  if	  
clothing	   catches	   fire,	   crawling	   instead	   of	   running	   out	   of	   a	   house,	   or	   covering	   their	   mouths	   if	   it	   is	  
smoky.	  Fire	  safety	  educa?on	  is	  important	  and	  is	  powerful	  in	  preparing	  families	  and	  children	  for	  a	  fire	  
emergency,	  especially	  when	  prac?ced.  
 
Residen?al	   fire	   incidents	   peak	   from	   5:00	   to	   7:00	   p.m.	   during	   dinner	   prepara?on.	   	   Although	   fire	  
incidents	  drop	  when	  people	  sleep,	  deaths	  are	  at	  their	  highest	  late	  at	  night	  and	  in	  the	  early	  morning	  
hours.	   	  More	  than	  half	  of	  residen?al	  fire	  deaths	  occur	  in	  fires	  that	  start	  between	  11:00	  p.m.	  and	  7:00	  
a.m.	   	   The	   peak	   night	   hours	   are	   from	   2:00	   to	   5:00	   a.m.,	   when	   most	   people	   are	   in	   a	   deep	   sleep.	  	  

Seventy-‐four	  percent	  of	  deaths	  occur	  in	  homes	  with	  no	  working	  smoke	  alarm. 
Any	  Nme	  parents	  can	  take	  a	  moment	  to	  discuss	  safety	  with	  their	  children	  is	  Nme	  well	  spent.	  
To	  get	  you	  started	  with	  teaching	  your	  child	  fire	  safety,	  consider	  the	  following	  Nps:	  
• Keep	  all	  matches	  and	  lighters	  out	  of	  the	  hands	  of	  children.	  If	  possible,	  keep	  these	  sources	  

of	  fire	  in	  locked	  drawers.	  Consider	  buying	  only	  "child-‐proof"	  lighters	  -‐-‐	  but	  be	  aware	  
that	  no	  product	  is	  completely	  child-‐proof.	  

• To	  ensure	  your	  child's	  fire	  safety,	  find	  out	  what	  the	  federal	  safety	  standards	  are	  for	  
children’s	  pajamas	  and	  loose-‐fiang	  sleepwear,	  before	  you	  make	  your	  next	  purchase.	  

• Smoke	  from	  a	  fire	  can	  kill	  very	  quickly.	  Sleep	  with	  bedroom	  doors	  closed	  at	  night	  to	  help	  
keep	  smoke	  out	  and	  increase	  the	  amount	  of	  Nme	  you	  have	  to	  get	  yourself	  and	  your	  
children	  out	  if	  you	  have	  a	  fire.	  

• Purchase	  a	  fire	  exNnguisher,	  and	  keep	  it	  in	  the	  kitchen	  out	  of	  the	  reach	  of	  small	  children.	  
• Discourage	  smoking	  in	  your	  home.	  
• Demonstrate	  how	  to	  stop,	  drop	  to	  the	  ground	  and	  roll	  if	  their	  clothes	  catch	  fire.	  
• Install	  smoke	  alarms	  on	  every	  level	  in	  your	  home.	  Replace	  the	  baceries	  once	  a	  

year.	  Test	  them	  periodically.	  
• Teach	  your	  child	  how	  to	  dial	  911	  in	  case	  of	  an	  emergency.	  
• Tell	  your	  children	  to	  remember	  not	  to	  hide	  under	  a	  bed	  or	  in	  a	  closet	  during	  a	  

fire.	  Parents	  need	  to	  be	  able	  to	  find	  them	  quickly.	  
Child	  fire	  safety	  is	  crucial	  
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EL NEWS
Being	  bilingual	  is	  a	  giI!	  	  Research	  shows	  that	  bilingual	  students	  are	  more	  flexible	  in	  their	  thinking;	  
bilingual	  students	  have	  an	  easier	  Nme	  learning	  new	  languages;	  and	  being	  bilingual	  opens	  up	  more	  career	  
opportuniNes.	  

At	  school,	  the	  English	  Learners	  are	  working	  hard	  to	  improve	  their	  English	  proficiency.	  	  At	  home,	  it	  is	  
important	  to	  provide	  opportuniNes	  to	  pracNce	  English	  through	  play	  dates,	  listening	  to	  English	  audio	  
books,	  and	  turning	  to	  PBS	  for	  educaNonal	  and	  entertaining	  television.	  	  In	  addiNon,	  it	  is	  important	  to	  
pracNce	  and	  maintain	  your	  home	  language.	  	  The	  best	  advice	  for	  maintaining	  two	  or	  more	  languages	  is	  to	  
be	  consistent.	  	  Homework	  Nme,	  listening	  to	  books,	  and	  enjoying	  educaNonal	  television	  can	  be	  English	  
Nme.	  	  The	  rest	  of	  family	  Nme	  should	  be	  reserved	  for	  your	  first	  languages.	  

At	  school,	  I	  provide	  English	  Learners	  with	  books	  on	  CD	  to	  borrow	  and	  listen	  at	  
home.	  	  This	  is	  a	  great	  opportunity	  to	  hear	  fluent	  English,	  learn	  new	  vocabulary,	  
and	  develop	  listening	  skills.	  	  Please	  enjoy	  these	  stories	  with	  your	  child	  and	  
discuss	  the	  books	  together.	  	  Also,	  visit	  Language	  Lizard’s	  website	  to	  purchase	  
bilingual	  books.	  	  All	  of	  their	  books	  are	  dual	  language	  in	  English	  and	  in	  more	  
than	  50	  second	  languages	  including	  Spanish,Twi,	  Hindi,	  Bengali,	  GujaraN,	  Tamil,	  
Russian,	  Tagalog	  and	  Korean.	  
hcps://www.languagelizard.com/ArNcles.asp?ID=300	  .	  	  Happy	  Reading!	  

IN SECOND GRADE: 
As we head into November, we have much to be thankful for.  We have 
already accomplished so much in 2nd grade!  In Language Arts, we have 
delved into many different topics such as friendship, caring for animals, 
animal survival, and more. To support one of our Wonders themes and our 
first STEM project, Mr. Conway from the Montgomery County SPCA came 
to visit our school with his dog, Faith.  He helped us to think of ways 
that we can help our community through the MCSPCA. With our pet 
supply donation drive and “Pretzels for Pets” fundraiser we raised close to $500 and had a van 
full of food, treats, toys, blankets, and cleaning supplies for the MCSPCA!  The children also 
created adoption posters for animals that need a forever home.  We were very happy to see 
many of the animals get adopted during the course of our service-learning project!  


In writing, we learned how to write friendly letters.  Our family and friends were very excited to 
receive letters from us in the mail.  We even had a few family members write us back…how 
exciting!  The children are currently learning about the craft of writing through our collection of 
mentor texts.  We are working on publishing a personal narrative to add to our writing portfolios.  
It’s been incredible to see the students’ growth in writing so far this year. 


2nd grade mathematicians are currently working in Unit 3 of our Everyday Math program — so far, 
lots of collaborative work and conversation have taken place around learning different strategies 
for addition.  


We hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday with your families and we look forward to 
meeting with Parents/Guardians during December Conferences.


https://www.languagelizard.com/Articles.asp?ID=300
https://www.languagelizard.com/Articles.asp?ID=300
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On Monday, November 13th, students in 
grades K-2 will have a special classroom 
visit as we begin a district-wide reading 
initiative. Each week, students will bring 
home two books to be read and reread 
throughout the week. Your child will have 
an opportunity to borrow books that are 
selected to meet their individual needs. 
We are very excited about this initiative 
and ask for your support because 
“Reading is Our Thing”. 

IN THE LIBRARY 
All students have been accessing library content through the use of different 
technology offered through the iPads, which is very exciting! Third and fourth 
grade students have been learning about the Dewey Decimal System and how to 
navigate the library and find exactly what they are looking for.   They will begin 
to learn how to use the library’s database “Destiny” to help them find books and 
recommend books to their classmates.

 We just finished “The Write and Illustrate Your Own Book” contest and winners 
will be announced before Thanksgiving.  Those who participated in the write and 
illustrate your won book contest are invited to a pizza party in the library 
November 22, 2017.  


 First and second graders will continue to select 
books that are appropriate or “just right” for 
them, and kindergarten will be learning how to 
choose books this month as well.  So far, first and 
second graders has been using “The Five Finger 
Rule” to help them find “Just Right” books.  The 
Students will also be working on identifying text 
features in fiction and non-fiction, as well as 
recognizing many literary elements in a variety of 
genres.  


LITERACY CORNER 
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IN THIRD GRADE: 
“How Can Empathy Help Us Grow” is our Big Idea for our first unit of study. 
We have been reading various genres that teach us lessons, help us appreciate 
our differences, and solve problems. We are investigating story structures, 
metaphors and similes, cause and effect, and rich vocabulary, just to name a 
few. We write daily in our Writer’s Notebooks and we are excited to have our 
first Writing Celebration showcasing students’ personal narratives coming soon 
(stay tuned for the date)!

In Science, we are using the scientific method and discovering states of matter 
and their properties. In Social Studies, we continue to study about the events 
leading up to the American Revolution and how the United States was born. In 
math, students are tackling the tough task of explaining how they solve 
problems using mathematical language, practicing elapsed time, multiplication 
and division, and working through multi-step problems. In grammar, students 
continue to develop proper sentence structure and focus on conventions to help 
them write fluently.

Our field trip to the Bryn Mawr Film Institute with its See, Hear, Feel, Film 
program will carry our theme of “empathy” nicely throughout our curriculum. 
The program promotes visual literacy, and teaches kids to write with clarity and 
confidence using activities based on short films from around the world. 

Another source of pride for third grade is our implementation of S.T.E.A.M. 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math) across the many disciplines we 
teach. Our first S.T.E.A.M challenge was building a Rube Goldberg Machine. 
Students went through the engineering design process to solve a “real world 
problem” of moving a car that ran out of gas into a garage. Stay tuned for 
many more S.T.E.A.M projects to come! 

Our one-to-one iPad initiative has helped create engaging and collaborative 
lessons through apps like Nearpod and BookCreator. 
Students are learning to use this new technology as a 
tool to enhance their learning and ignite curiosity. 

In order to assist your child, please continue to have 
your child read nightly and practice his/her basic math 
facts. One way is through the website 
www.firstinmath.com. Thanks for your support and 
helping your child with a great start to third grade!


http://www.firstinmath.com
http://www.firstinmath.com
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IN FOURTH GRADE: 
 As our clocks have fallen back this fall, the fourth grade class has surged 
forward through several student-centric learning initiatives. Students have learned the 
value of planning, testing, and trial/error through many STEM projects that focus on 
topics such as water filtration and exploring the nature center.  Through our exploratory 
endeavors in McKaig, students have learned about the differences between Pennsylvania 
plants (vascular and nonvascular) and animal species.  During the month of October, the 
children also applied geometric and mathematical skills like angles and estimation to 
better compare and contrast differences 
on pumpkin day!  Graphing this data also 
provided the children with an 
opportunity to better visualize 
contrasting data.  Although our time 
together in November seems short, the 
children have also brought personal 
experiences to light by drafting, editing, 
and publishing a narrative essay that 
will be celebrated at a writing 
convention on Friday, November 17.    


MUSIC NOTES
Upcoming dates: 
Advanced (second year) string students are 
performing at the Middle School on 
December 5th at 7:00.  Rehearsals for the 
concert are scheduled on 11/28 and 12/5 
from 9:00-10:30.  Students will be 
transported by bus. 

The spring concert for all strings and band 
students is on May 15th at 7:00.  More 
information will come as the date 
approaches. 

Fourth grade music students will be bringing 
home information about recorders.  Look for 
a letter at the end of November. 

Congratulations 


Roberts Students and Families 


for earning over $10,000 for our school at the 

Robbie’s Run!
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Encourage Independent Exploration  
The Holidays are a magical time of the year. Included are some 
ideas to enrich the holidays. Hosting a literacy night or 
crafternoon with your child or entire family makes invaluable 
memories. The books suggested are new releases with 
opportunities to model with mathematics and science. Please 
feel free to share your photo or video with me.  

Mrs. Fink  

 mfink@umasd.org

Holiday News Letter 
Modeling with Math & Science  

Engaging Literacy Art and Nature 
 Independent Exploration

https://
www.steampoweredfamily.com/

HOW TO MAKE 
SNOW
You will need:

• I lb Baking soda
• Shaving cream (I 

suggest using unscented and 
organic if possible)

1. Let the kids pour 1lb of baking 
soda.

2. Spray shaving cream. Use a good 
handful of it. But you should experiment 
with it by starting spraying some and 
then adding as needed.
3. Let the kids ‘knead the snow’. ‘The 
snow’ will start forming almost 
immediately.

LEARNING SUPPORT & ENRICHMENT


